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Box Jellyfish

Carukia Barnesi

Carukia shinju, Carybdea
xaymacana, Malo 
maxima, Malo 
kingi, Alatina
mordens, Gerongia
rifkinae, and Morbakka
fenneri (“Morbakka”).
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Diagnostic definition



Characteristics



How do they 
sting?



Nematocyst

• Stays coiled until activated

• Touch sensitive

• Projects the thread through the 

barb

• Delivers closest to the blood 

stream



Video

• Itsy Bitsy Adorable Death | Nat Geo Wild –YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5-Uxhkq06g


Envenomation Symptoms



The venom



Treatments 

P R E - H OSP I TA L H O S P I TA L  



Investigations recommended
• Electrocardiogram

• Cardiac enzymes - Troponins

• Chemistry

• Blood count

• Liver enzymes

• Lipase

• Chest X-ray

• Bedside echocardiogram if acute heart failure is 

suspected

• CT imaging of the brain in cases of headache 

or acute encephalopathy

Queensland Health Guidelines

3.4 Clinical Assessment

Assess Airway, Breathing and Circulation. Once 

established;

Obtain and document a full history including time of 

sting and first aid measures;

Q-ADDS/CEWT; Cardiac monitor and ECG 

Auscultate chest for wheezes or crackles.

Magnesium observation chart to record MgSO4 

rate, Reflex score and pain score (Rural sites)

Document size, site and features of sting.



Treatments not recommended

URINEBOX JELLYFISH ANTIVENOM BETA-BLOCKERS



Respiratory distress



Respiratory 
complications



Death via 
Irukandji 
Syndrome
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